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Time after Time: Reenacting the Past in vIn
Contemporary Culture

Tracing the history of reenactment, this course couples theoretical
readings with specific case studies drawn from a variety of media.
Originally a staple element of documentary photography and cinema,
reenactment today can be found in artistic performances, video
art, theatrical plays, ritual commemorations, digitally manipulated
photographs and participatory events. Privileging historical accuracy
and authenticity, reenactment promises (but not always delivers) to
“bring history alive” through an affective, embodied encounter, but
it ultimately tells us more about the present self than the collective
past. Together, we will explore the problems and possibilities
reenactment poses.
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jazz and pop music in our classical Canon. Beginning with popular
dance in Bach, dance and gypsy for Haydn and Mozart, to Shaker
tunes for Aaron Copland, jazz for Ravel and Milton Babbitt, and rock
for Michael Gordon to many a current composer — there has been a
Creative bridge between the high and popular art since began.
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